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the whole country, for India down to the present day Is
known in the Sanskrit Literature as the land of Bharata.
The descendants of Bharata were a powerful people,
who inhabited the Punjab and gradually extended their
settlements southwards towards the Ganges and thp
Jamna. The Bharatas are spoken of even in the Vedic
Literature as a brave people (Dutt's India). One of the
descendants of Bharata, by name Hasti, founded Hasti-
napura on the western bank of the Ganges, and it became
the capital of a new country, for it appears that the
Bharatas now permanently moved from the Punjab
towards the Ganges and Hasti's great-grandson Kuru
gave his name to the fertile tract between the upper cour-
ses of the Ganges and the Jarnna and also to the west of
the latter river, northwards of Dehli. The Kurus now
became a flourishing people and they are frequently
spoken of along with the Panchalas (who had settled to
the east of the Ganges and a little southward) in the
Brahmanas as a highly civilized and gifted people.
The kings of the Kurus, who subsequently reigned in
this fertile and happy land, have been mentioned in the
previous chapter. Here we may take up the line from
Shantanu, Shantanu had a son Bhishma (by the river
Ganges *), who is one of the most beautiful characters
in the Mahabharata war. After Ganga had deserted
Shantanu he fell in love with a fisher girl, by name
Satyavati, but she refused to marry him unless the king
promised her that her son would be his heir. Shantanu
would not disinherit Bhishma who, however, of his
own accord relieved his father from difficulty, and not
1 See note IV.